
According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, wind speeds typically increase in January, peak throughout March and April, and 

decrease during the summer months. 
The increase in wind speeds creates high wind conditions that, if not properly planned for, can potentially result in worker injury and equipment dam-
age on job sites. 

 
DEFINING HIGH WIND CONDITIONS  
High wind conditions are often a result of straight-line winds and are different from high winds caused by a tornado. Straight-line winds can occur any 

time of day or night, during thunderstorms or on perfectly sunny days. These types 
of winds are typically sustained winds from 10 to 40 mph that can suddenly gust up 
to 50 mph or more at any moment. 

 
PREVENTING INJURY AND EQUIPMENT DAM AGE  
Take a few minutes to survey your work site for potential hazards due to high wind 
conditions. Discuss with crew members what can be done to eliminate or reduce 

the potential for injury and equipment damage, such as the following: 

 Park a vehicle or piece of equipment so the wind blows against the side oppo-

site of where workers will enter and exit. 

 Pay attention to wind direction prior to exiting a vehicle. 

 Maintain a firm grip on the door when entering or exiting a vehicle. 

 Take a moment to check latches and tabs on cargo storage doors to ensure 

they are in proper working order, and make sure the doors are firmly secured 
during times of high winds. 

 When high wind conditions are present, or if they suddenly develop, take time 

to note the conditions on your JSA and discuss with all crew members on 

sight what to do to protect against the hazards these winds can create. 
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In windy situations, it is also crucial to make sure you use the correct load chart for the crane’s configuration and setup, 
load path, and lift path. Also perform test lifts: raise the load a few inches, hold, confirm capacity and balance, and test 

the brake system before delivering the load. The use of tag lines when 
lifting in  windy conditions is a must!  
 
According to the FAA, a wind sock that is 90 degrees straight out puts 
the wind speed at 17 mph. 
 
Twin Stars policy is that if the wind is 35 mph or higher, Employees will 
exercise their right to stop the job until conditions improve.  
 
Several weather apps on your phone will identify the wind speed in your 
area. When in doubt, stop the job! 
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Wind and Fire: How to protect your home 

 

As summer approaches, we start cleaning up around the yard. First thing that usually happens is burning of that large pile 

of tumbleweeds that have accumulated against the fence. These fires can get out of hand pretty fast when wind kicks up! 

Before burning, make sure you are aware of the Burn rules in your town/county and take the necessary precautions to pro-

tect your home and property.  Here’s a few helpful tips: 

Burn permits will not be authorized in San Juan County if one or more of the following conditions are present: : 

1. Wind speed exceeds or is forecasted to exceed 15 mph. 2. Red Flag, fire weather watch, or fire weather warnings are in effect.  3. Sufficient suppression 

resources (portable extinguisher with minimum of 4-A rating, dirt, sand, water barrel, garden hose or water truck) are not readily available on site. 4. State 

or county fire restrictions have been implemented. You ca obtain a burn permit by contacting Fire Prevention Services at 505 -599-1430.  

Recreational fires do not require a burn permit but notification is appreciated. 

Recreational Fire – An outdoor fire burning materials other than rubbish where the fuel being burned is not contained in an incinerator, outdoor fireplace, 

barbeque grill or barbeque pit and has a total fuel area of three (3) feet or less in diameter and two (2) feet or less in height for pleasure, religious, ceremo-

nial, cooking, warmth, or similar purposes.  

Burn permits may be issued by fire operations staff or Dispatch if the following conditions are met: 

 1. Only vegetative material will be burned. 2. The fire will be 50 feet away from any structure or power line. 3. Suppression  resources will be readily availa-

ble for immediate use. 4. The fire will not be unattended. 5. Wind and other weather conditions will be monitored. 6. The fire should be out one hour before 

sunset per NM Environment Department requirements. 7. Call 911 if the fire gets out of control.  

For information on Burn requirements in the Midland area follow the link below: https://www.co.midland.tx.us/departments/edp/Pages/General-

Requirements-for-Allowable-Outdoor-Burning.aspx 

For information on Burn requirements in the Roswell/Artesia Area follow the link below: http://www.co.chaves.nm.us/189/Community-Wildlife-Protection-

Plan 


