
Here in the San Juan Basin we have had  an exceptionally muddy winter. Just when we think that the roads are drying up we 

get another storm.  

This has been extremely hard on our trucks. Here are some tips to keep you on the road when the conditions are less than 

favorable: 

1. Slow and Steady – When approaching a stretch of visibly muddy road or ground, maintain a slow but steady speed.  

2. Maintain Control – Keep the wheels straight as you enter the muck and for as long as 

your momentum continues.   

3. Lock It In – If you have four-wheel drive, lock it in before entering the mud.  

4. Walk It First – In the case of deep 

mud or water holes, get out and walk 

the ground before driving through it. 

5. Let Some Air Out – If necessary 

in mud and almost always when driv-

ing on sand, reduce the amount of air 

pressure in tires to allow more tread 

to make contact with driving surface.  
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It’s getting to be that time of year again! Keep an eye out 
for snakes as they like to curl up on skids and next to 
equipment where it’s warm. Look for them when you do 
your walk arounds and always look before putting your 

hand into a  hole that they might be hiding in. 

Do you know the difference between a bull snake and a 

rattler? 

Rattlesnakes have a triangular head and forward-facing 

eyes.  

The eyes of a bull snake are on the side of the head and 

the head is round. 

Baby rattlers are more dangerous than the adults as they 

don’t know how to control their venom when they strike.  
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Spring Cleaning?  

New to the Team!  

 

We have added 5 new employees since the beginning of 2017. Welcome to the team Gentlemen!  

 

What is Hantavirus? 

Hantavirus pulmonary syndrome is an infectious disease characterized by flu-like symptoms that can progress rapidly to potentially life-

threatening breathing problems. 

Several types of hantaviruses can cause hantavirus pulmonary syndrome. They are carried by several types of rodents, particularly the deer mouse. 

You become infected primarily by breathing air infected with hantaviruses that are shed in rodent urine and droppings. 

The first step in preventing the Hantavirus is eliminating the rodent population. Just like any wildlife, rodents live where they have access to water, 

food and shelter. To help control the rodent population seal up all possible points of entry, inside and outside your home or facility using patching 

materials. Store all food, including animal feed, in containers with lids. Don’t leave animal food out for more than one day if uneaten. Keep a lid 

on all garbage containers. Clear brush, wood piles, hay and any other garbage at least 100 feet from your home or building. These act as great 

nesting materials for rodents. Place traps along baseboards where most rodent traffic takes place. Poi-

sons can be used but with caution especially around children and pets. Clean counters and floors regu-

larly to reduce food droppings that attract rodents. 

Before entering a potentially rodent-inhabited location for cleaning or performing work, you should 

wear the appropriate protective equipment. For protection against the Hantavirus, you should wear a 

respirator with at least a P100 rating, disposable coveralls, gloves and shoe covers that are rated for 

resistance to the cleaning solution being used. For locations that have been closed off for a month or 

more (such as a cabin or work shed) you should ventilate the area for at least 30 minutes before entry to 

reduce the amount of potentially contaminated dust prior to cleaning. Personal protective equipment 

should be worn prior to ventilating an area. Once ventilation is complete, you can focus on cleaning the 

rodent-inhabited area. When cleaning, do not sweep or vacuum rodent nesting materials or droppings. 

This will cause contaminated dust to become airborne. You will want to saturate the materials using 

either a detergent or bleach water mixture (1-1/2 cups of bleach for every gallon of water) to deactivate 

the virus. Then use a damp towel to collect the materials. Once all of the solid materials are gathered, you should disinfect the surface using the 

same solution. Dispose of all materials collected and used for cleaning by double-bagging then burying or burning them. If there is a large amount 

of materials to dispose of, contact your local health department for guidance. 

For more information on the Hantavirus, visit the CDC online at www.cdc.gov. 
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As the weather warms up we come out of our caves and so do the mice! Whether it be in the field, the garage, or the shed we are likely to 

encounter a mess left by rodents. Along with nests and droppings comes the dangers of Hantavirus. Ensure that you and your loved ones 

protect yourselves from this airborne virus by following the guidelines of the Center for Disease Control.  


